
Hola friends! My name is Victor. I'm 9 years old and I live in San Felipe, Mexico! I love my 
family, I love school, and I really love to play soccer! I live in a house with my mom, my dad, my 
big brother, and two little sisters! My house is loud, chaotic sometimes and a whole lot of fun! I 
like having a lot of siblings because I always have someone to play with! We all like to play 
soccer and we all like to have fun, but we're all a little bit different too! My mom says I was 
different from the time I was a baby. She said I was the only one of her babies who had a lot of 
the hair, and I was the only one who had white spots on their belly. And here I am now, I still 
have a lot of hair and I still have my white spots!  
 
When we went on a trip to the Caribbean when I was 4 I spent a lot of time swimming and a lot 
of time in the sun! My skin got really extra dark! All the skin except for the white spots. Actually 
the darker I got, the more white spots I noticed! I noticed that I actually had a spot near my 
nose! It made me really shy at first. I had always had spots, but they were on my belly so not 
very many people saw them, but now there was one on face and people would ask me what it 
was when I went places and that made me embarrassed. I'm not outgoing like my big brother, 
I'm shyer and not always comfortable with attention, so when people asked questions I either 
hid behind my mom or just ignored them until they went away. Being a 4 year old and being 
asked questions that I didn't know the answer to was scary. My mom took me to a special skin 
doctor called a dermatologist so we could get some answers. She was very nice and made me 
feel a lot better! She said that my spots were something called vitiligo, and that even though it 
can be scary when you first get it, there's really nothing to be scared of at all! She told me that 
the spots wouldn't hurt me and they weren't contagious. There was no reason I couldn't do all 
the same things all the other 4 year old boys do! I could still play soccer and swim and 
everything else I love, that made me really happy! She told me that I might get more spots, or I 
might not, she said even some of my hair could turn white, you never know because no one’s 
spots are the same. She said there are kids all over the world with vitiligo and we're all unique! 
And you know what?! My spots did grow! I got some new spots, and some old spots got bigger! 
Now I have them all over my body and I even have some white eyelashes! Sometimes when 
people ask me about vitiligo I still get shy, but it's getting easier everyday now that I know the 
spots can't hurt me and that there's lots of other kids who have them too! 
 
I'm super excited to part of the Pen Pal Patch! I can't wait to make new friends and go on 
adventures all around the world! I am going to miss my family so much, so thank you for letting 
me be a part so thank you for letting me be a part of yours! 
 
 
 
 

Hi! My name is Victoria! I was born in Oceanside, California, but when I was 4 my mom and I 
moved all the way across the US to Massachusetts to be closer to our family. It was a big 
adventure! I love adventures! My life here in Massachusetts is really great, it's just me and my 
mom in our house. Some kids think that maybe it would be lonely, but we have so much fun 



together! My mom loves and supports me so much that even though there are just two people 
living in my home it's bursting with love!  
When I was 5 I went on a camping trip to Jelly Stone Park. When we got home I noticed that my 
body was a little different. I now had white spots! I was a little confused and a little scared, 
because my mom didn't have spots. In fact none of my family or friends did, I was the only one 
who did! 
 
When my mom took me to the doctor they said I have something called vitiligo. Even though it 
seemed scary at first the doctor promised me I was going to be ok! My new spots wouldn't hurt 
me, and they aren't contagious so I can't give them to anyone else. Even though my spots were 
safe, I still didn't know if I liked them at first. My doctor, my mom, and I decided to try to get 
them to go away. We tried the blue light theory, special creams and steroids creams, but 
nothing seemed to work. I still had the spots! After all of that I started thinking, just because my 
spots are different, doesn't mean they are bad! I also learned that I am not the only one with 
vitiligo! There are actually lots of kids all around the world who have spots! Some have a lot of 
spots, some kids just have a few, but there are so many kids like me who have vitiligo! Now I 
love my spots and I think Vitiligo Rocks! My spots are just one more thing that make me super 
special! Sometimes it gets hard but I remind myself to stay strong and stay positive! 
 
I love to swim at my nana and papas house, I love to draw, I love playing with my cousins, I love 
the color purple and I really really love to eat ice cream! I think it's super important to be kind 
to other people and my mom says I have the kindest heart she knows, I also think it's super 
important to do my best in everything I do, right now I have straight A's in school! I'm not the 
best at everything, but I always try my hardest. I love adventures and making new friends, 
that's why I am so excited to be a part of Pen Pal Patch and spend my week with you! I would 
love to meet your friends and family, see the things you do for fun where you live, and show 
other people there are LOTS of kids with vitiligo who are super special and love to have fun! 
Traveling the world with my new Vitfriends is going to be my biggest adventure yet!! 
 


